Yew plants are not allowed to
be sold, planted or possessed in
Blaine County!
In 2016 the Blaine County Commissioners
found that toxic yew plants pose an imminent
danger of injury to wildlife and a more broad
danger to pets and livestock.
Blaine County Ordinance 2016-01 became
effective in unincorporated areas of Blaine
County on March 2, 2016.
The following yew and their hybrids are
prohibited in unincorporated Blaine County
and the cities of Ketchum and Hailey:
• Japanese yew (Taxus cuspidata)
• European or English yew (Taxus baccata)
• Chinese yew (Taxus chinensis)
For more information, or to report finding a
yew plant, contact:
Blaine County Noxious Weed Department
206 1st Ave South
Hailey, ID 83333
(208) 727-7221
www.co.blaine.id.us/225/noxious-weeds

Frequently asked yew questions
in Blaine County
How can I safely dispose of yew?
- A
 ll traces of plant material must be
removed and disposed of at the Ohio Gulch
Transfer Station, free of charge.
- Y
 ew can resprout if the main root is not
removed or treated with herbicide.
Will Blaine County employees come out and
inspect my property for yew?
- B
 laine County will follow up with any
reports of state and county-regulated
noxious weeds, including yew. If yew is
reported or suspected, the county will visit
the site and follow up with the property
owner. Reports can be made by calling
(208) 727-7221.
Which trees or shrubs look similar to yew?
- S
 pruce, fir, hemlock, pine, juniper and
arborvitae have evergreen needles or scalelike leaves that resemble yew needles. To
see the difference, look closely at the point
on the end of the needle. Yew needles are
soft, flat, and abruptly pointed.

Idaho Department of Fish and Game

For more information please visit: idfg.idaho.gov
Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) adheres to all applicable state and
federal laws and regulations related to discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, gender, disability or veteran’s status. If you feel you have
been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility of Idaho Fish and
Game, or if you desire further information, please write to: Idaho Department
of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 25, Boise, ID 83707 OR Chief, Public Civil Rights
Division, Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC 20240.
This publication will be made available in alternative formats upon request.
Please contact the Department of Fish and Game for assistance.
Costs associated with this publication are available from IDFG in accordance
with section 60-202, Idaho Code.
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Know before you plant:

Ornamental yew can
kill wildlife and pets!

How can I identify a yew
plant in my yard?

Types of ornamental yew
typically found for sale at
retail nurseries
• Japanese yew (Taxus cuspidata)
• European or English yew (Taxus baccata)
• Chinese yew (Taxus chinensis)
• Canadian yew (Taxus canadensis)
Japanese and English or European yew are
most commonly sold in Idaho.

Yews are evergreen shrubs or small trees with
soft, flat, abruptly pointed, needle-like leaves
that are ½” to 1” long.

Yew at retail stores are often labeled with their
varietal names, such as: spreading yew, upright
yew, Hick’s yew, Irish yew or dwarf gold yew.
Idaho’s native yew, the Pacific yew (Taxus
brevifolia), is not typically used as an
ornamental plant in Idaho.

The top of the needle
is dark green and the
bottom is light green.

Leaves are arranged
spirally around the
stem or in a flat
plane.

All ornamental yew plants are
extremely toxic!
Eating even small amounts can cause breathing
difficulties and cardiac arrest.
Yew toxins are fast acting and there is no
specific antidote for the poison.
The female plant has fleshy, red fruits that are
visible at certain times of the year. The red
fruits are ½” in diameter, cup-shaped, with an
open bottom showing a dark seed inside. The
red fruit is not toxic, but the seed is extremely
toxic.

All parts of the yew plant, including needles,
stems and seeds, are toxic. The only exception is
the red flesh of the “berry” (an aril). Cut or dried
material is also toxic.
After removal of the yew, place ALL parts of the
yew in a garbage bag and dispose at the Ohio
Gulch Transfer Station, Ohio Gulch Road, Hailey.

