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AGENDA

Sustainability & Climate Advisory Committee
Wednesday, November 10, 2021, 1:30 – 3:00 PM
Community Campus Queen of the Hill Room, 1050 Fox Acres Rd, Hailey
Virtual meeting link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89747643409?pwd=SG9zQVgydWtXVjFXUnFwTVIyZWFwdz09
Meeting ID: 897 4764 3409, Passcode: 197680, Mobile (669) 900-9128
1.

Opening Round

2. ACTION: Consent Round Approve September Meeting Report

3. Progress Update on September Proposals

a. Sep-2021 Proposal 2: Science-Based Target Revised Proposal

1:30 – 1:40 PM

1:40 – 1:45 PM

1:45 – 1:45 PM

b. Sep-2021 Proposal 1: ICLEI150 Race to Zero

c. Sep-2021 Proposal 3: Clean Energy High-Impact Practices Plan

4. Clean Energy Progress Updates Round
a. SolSmart Designation

1:45 – 1:55 PM

b. Blaine County Clean Energy Coalition

c. Wood River Valley Microgrid Scoping Grant Application
d. MEMBER ROUND: Community Updates

5. ACTION: Small Group Discussion & Consent Round

1:55 – 2:25 PM

6. ACTION: Small Group Discussion & Consent Round

2:25 – 2:50 PM

7. Next Steps & Closing Round

2:50 – 3:00 PM

a. Proposal 2: Adopt the Regional Sustainability & Climate Program FY22 Workplan

a. Proposal 3: Community Engagement Process

Nov 2021 Meeting Brief
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PROGRESS UPDATE

Progress Update
SCIENCE-BASED TARGET
On September 30, 2021, a meeting was held to
discuss and better understand reasoned
objections to the Science-Based Target proposal.
Tom Herrod, Program Officer for ICLEI USA,
attended the meeting to provide expertise and
answer specific questions on the methodology
behind the science-based target (SBT) and highimpact practices analysis.
SBT are “measurable, actionable, and timebound objectives, based on the best available
science, that allow actors to align with Earth’s
limits and societal sustainability goals.” The
targets represent each community’s fair share of
ambition necessary to limit global warming to
1.5°C. SBT account for the fact that the top 7
emitters are responsible for nearly two-thirds of
global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
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Three areas of concern were explored as
reasoned objections were unpacked:
•

•

•

How do we know if it is possible to achieve
the target without having a plan in place?
What happens if we make a pledge and
then aren’t able achieve the target?
Can we revise the high-impact practices
and performance measures identified?
What is the Advisory Committee’s role in
achievement of the goals? Will the target
drive us to focus on actions that may not
be reasonable?

How is equity considered when evaluating
benefits and economic opportunities, and
will the target impact our ability to provide
low-income and affordable housing?
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After the discussion, an amended proposal was
introduced:
Strive to Achieve Adopt Science-Based
Target Of 60% 59.6% Reduction in CO2e
Emissions By 2030 Through Technologically
and Financially Feasible Actions.
The amended proposal did not receive full
consent. One member communicated a
reasoned objection stating that they could not
support the SBT without having a plan in place
that shows how the target will be achieved.

RECOMMENDATION: Reintroduce
amended proposal when clean
energy plan and roadmap for
achieving science-based target is
completed.
AMENDED 09.15.21 PROPOSAL 2:
Strive to Achieve Science-Based
Target of 60% Reduction in CO2e
Emissions by 2030 through
Technologically and Financially
Feasible Actions.

HIGH IMPACT
PRACTICE

Grid Decarbonization
Reduce VMT
On-road EV Adoption
Commercial Building
Efficiency
Commercial Building
Electrification
Residential Building
Efficiency
Residential Building
Electrification
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ICLEI150 CITIES RACE TO ZERO
On October 5, 2021 a resolution to
join the ICLEI150 Cities Race to
Zero was introduced to the Blaine
County Board of Commissioners.
The resolution (Attachment 1) was unanimously
adopted. The cities of Bellevue, Carey, Hailey,
Ketchum, and Sun Valley were informed of the
outcome and encouraged to adopted the
resolution. The City of Hailey adopted the
resolution on October 12, 2021 and the City of
Ketchum on November 1, 2021.

CLEAN ENERGY PLAN
ICLEI USA recommended a set of high-impact
practices and performance measures as a datadriven approach for achieving the science-based
target (see table below). A thorough analysis of
these practices and the associated performance
measures is needed to create a plan that is
reflective of local priorities, and one that lends
assurance of achievability. Blaine County will
work stakeholders to refine the high-impact
practices and performance measures.
NEXT STEPS: County will hire consultant for
analysis, scenario planning, and forecasting.

PERFORMANCE MEASURE

80% Total Reduction Grid Carbon
Intensity by 2030
10% Total Reduction VMT by 2030
6% Annual Growth; 30% VMT by EV by
2030
100% New Buildings + 1% Existing SF
meet IECC 2018
100% New Buildings + 1% Existing SF
Electrified
100% New Buildings + 1% Existing SF
meet IECC 2018 + 20% Existing SF
Energy Use Intensity Reduced by 20%
100% New Buildings + 11% Existing SF
Electrified

NET CO2e
REDUCTION
(MT CO2e)

% CHANGE
by 2030
(MTCO2e)

19,415

-80%

11,860
30,256
554
4,198
4,590
51,152

-37%
-20% Fuels
-1.5%
Electric
-100% Fuels
-14%
Electric
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Community in Action
SOLSMART DESIGNATION
The City of Hailey, City of Ketchum, and Blaine
County joined SOLSMART, a designation
program that uses objective criteria to evaluate
and recognize communities that are fostering
the development of mature local solar markets.
More than 400 cities and counties have received
SolSmart designation, including Boise which
received the highest level of recognition - GOLD.
SolSmart communities have streamlined
requirements and encourage solar development.
A SolSmart designation is helping communities
attract solar investment and create good jobs. In
fact, the solar industry is a leading source of U.S.
job creation.
SolSmart offers no-cost technical assistance to
help communities improve in four areas:

developers and installers with a transparent,
efficient, and cost-effective approval
process;

2. Planning and zoning regulations to
maximum siting options for rooftop and
ground-mounted solar while preserving
community character and historic resources;

3. Solar energy on public facilities and land;

4. Promotion of solar development.

SolSmart is led by the International City/County
Management Association and Interstate
Renewable Energy Council and funded by the
U.S. Department of Energy.

MILESTONE: SolSmart designation
in the first quarter (Q2) of FY 2022.

1. Permitting best practices to provide solar

Image Courtesy of Rebecca Bundy, Silver River

CLEAN ENERGY COALITION
Blaine County, the City of Hailey, and City of
Ketchum have entered into a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) for the purpose of
monitoring, commenting, or intervening in cases
brought before the Idaho Public Utility
Commission (IPUC) as deemed necessary to
protect the interests of the community. The City
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of Bellevue also provide input on the MOU
(Attachment 2).
The National Council on Electricity Policy
recommends that local governments serve as
the local voice for their communities by
engaging with public utility commissions.
Engagement can happen behind the scenes
Page 5 of 19

through relationship building or take on a more
active form through filing public comment,
participate in proceedings, or intervening.
Two current cases that have relevance to local
clean energy goals are Idaho PUC Case No. IPCE-21-21 on Net Metering and an upcoming case
on Idaho Power’s Integrated Resource Plan.

MICROGRID GRANT APPLICATION
The Blaine County All Hazards Management
Plan identifies power outages as the single
most serious vulnerability.
Historically, power outages have been the Wood
River Valley’s (WRV) most-costly consequence of
natural disasters. Opportunities to improve
electric supply reliability, reduce outage risk, and
add capacity has been a concern of the
community for more than a decade. The county
has been limited in its ability to address this
concern due to capacity and financial
constraints.
The federal government has increased grant
funding opportunities to address climate-related
risks and strengthen resilience. Blaine County is
collaborating with community stakeholders and
partners to apply for funding through FEMA’s
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. The grant
application, WRV Microgrid Scoping Project for
Critical Infrastructure, if awarded will underwrite

the cost of an extensive study that results in
actional projects and plans.
PROJECT GOALS
1. Build reliable, clean energy supply for critical
infrastructure and emergency shelters;
2. Strengthen resilience against climate risks;

3. Mitigate global warming by transitioning to
distributed, clean energy generation; and

4. Develop workforce training program to
create new opportunities for disadvantaged
communities in the clean energy economy.
PARTNERSHIPS
Consultant Team
•
•
•
•

Boise State University, Center for Advanced
Energy Studies
Idaho National Laboratory

Idaho University, Integrated Design Lab
National Renewable Energy Laboratory

Community Stakeholders
•
•
•

Blaine County
City of Hailey

City of Ketchum

•
•
•

Idaho Power

Mountain Rides

St Luke’s Heath System

MILESTONE: Complete application
and submit by April 1, 2022.

Microgrids Strengthen Community Lifelines
and Mitigate Natural Hazard Risk.
A microgrid is a group of interconnected
energy-consuming devices and equipment
and distributed energy resources within
clearly defined electrical boundaries that act
as a single controllable entity with respect to
the utility grid. (https://www.fema.gov/factsheet/hazard-mitigation-assistance-grantfunding-microgrid-projects)
Image FEMA: Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe
Project, Humboldt Bay, CA
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WORKPLAN

Regional Sustainability & Climate Program Workplan
BACKGROUND
In fiscal year 2021, Blaine County and the
cities of Bellevue, Hailey and Ketchum
adopted ambitious clean energy goals.
The Regional Sustainability & Climate
Program was established to develop a
roadmap for achieving these and other
shared goals through a community
stakeholder process.

GOALS

1

Encourage growth in the region’s
clean energy economy and in goodpaying green jobs accessible to all
members of our community.

2

Strengthen resilience to protect the
pristine natural environment and
our buildings, landscapes,
communities, and productive lands.

3

Implement community-driven
sustainability initiatives that
enhance quality of life for all
residents.

The Sustainability & Climate Advisory
Committee guides development of the
roadmap, provides advice, and makes
recommendations for consideration, as
well as monitors implementation and
tracks progress.

4

Lead by example to demonstrate
our resolve and showcase
innovative practices.

DESIRED OUTCOME

5

Effectively engage with residents,
businesses, and community
stakeholders to educate, inspire,
and empower positive change.

The Blaine County Sustainability Manager,
co-funded by Blaine County and City of
Ketchum, is responsible for leading a
collaborative process to develop the
regional roadmap and for coordinating
efforts across jurisdictions and the region.

Reduce our community’s
contribution to climate
pollution by 50-60% by 2030
and 100% by 2045 or sooner.

Nov 2021 Meeting Brief

Page 7 of 19

FY 2022 SCHEDULE
GOALS & KEY ACTIVITIES

BUDGET SCHEDULE FY 2022
Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Milestone: Approved Plan

1. Encourage Clean Energy Economy
1.1 Form Clean Energy Technical Committee

1.2 Hire Consultant: Scenario Modeling & Feasibility Analysis $ 25,000
1.3 Revise High Impact Practices & Performance Measures
1.4 Draft Plan & Gain Approval
1.5 Implement & Engage Community
Milestone: Grant Submitted

2. Strengthen Climate Resilience
2.1 Identify Climate Resilience Projects for All Hazards Plan
2.2 Draft WRV Microgrid Scoping Grant Application

$ 10,000

2.3 Address Resilience in Sustainability & Climate Action Plan

3. Develop Sustainability & Climate Action Plan

Milestone: Charrette | Approved Plan

3.1 Identify Community Priorities
3.2 Establish & Facilitate Technical Advisory Committees
3.3 Plan & Host Community Charrette

$

5,000

3.4 Draft Plan & Gather Input
3.5 Gain Approval & Publish Plan
3.6 Implement & Engage Community
Milestone: Approved Plan

4. Lead by Example
4.1 Establish Multi-Jurisdiction Green Operations Committee
4.2 Apply for Sustainable Materials Management Grant
4.3 Identify Priorities & Draft Green Operations Plan
4.4 Gain Approval & Publish Plan
4.5 Develop Dashboard to Report Progress

$ 30,000
Milestone: Website Launch

5. Engage the Community
5.1 Hire Communications Intern

$ 15,000

5.2 Design Website, Write Content & Launch Website

$

7,500

5.3 Develop Communications & Social Media Calendar
5.4 Implement & Engage Community
$ 92,500

Nov 2021 Meeting Brief
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MONITOR & REPORT PROGRESS
For the first year of the program, the Blaine
County Sustainability Program Manager will
provide updates and reports, including:
•
•

•

Quarterly updates presented to the Board
of Commissioners and City Councils.
Bi-Monthly reports to the Sustainability &
Climate Advisory Committee, Board of
Commissioners, and City Councils
documenting the outcome of Advisory
Committee meetings.
Annual report to monitor and track
progress toward clean energy goals.

CLEAN ENERGY GOALS

75%
by 2025

municipal electricity
use.

100%
by 2030

municipal electricity
use.

100%
by 2035

community-wide
electricity supply.

100%
municipal fleets and
by 2030-35 equipment as feasible.
100%
by 2045

all energy uses.

COMMUNICATIONS
A well-crafted communication strategy is
needed to build understanding, engage
businesses and residents, and inspire

Page 9 of 19

participation in our shared goals. The strategy
can also serve to provide a common voice for
elected officials, employees, and partners. It will
improve the visibility of initiatives and ensure
key messages are shared and reinforced across
communication channels.
For specific initiatives, residents and target
audiences may need to be engaged through a
multi-year communications campaign designed
to raise awareness and encourage a change in
behaviors or best practices.
Blaine County will host a regional website to
serve as the communication hub for the
program, and the community and partners. The
county also will develop a communications
calendar with program partners that will include
a range of communication tactics.
The communication strategy and tactics will
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Program Website

Campaigns

Social Media Calendar & Content

Press Releases
Talking Points

News Opinion Pieces & Articles
Case Studies

Technical Briefs

Other Elements as Determined by Partners

Proposal 1: Approve the FY22
Work Plan.

Meeting Brief
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ENGAGEMENT

Community Engagement Process
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Blaine County will use a collaborative process to
development a community-driven Sustainability
& Climate Action Plan (CAP). Research suggests
that broad community participation is essential
for effective climate action planning. In fact, the
level of community participation correlates with
the level of ambition reflected in adopted plans.
Greater participation leads to greater ambition.
Residents, businesses and institutions also have
an important role in emissions reductions. It will
require changes that impact the community, as
well as individual behaviors. Climate action
planning that considers community priorities,
values, and needs will better connect policies to
issues of concern in the community, such as air
quality and natural resource protection.
Public participation provides the opportunity to
increase local understanding and knowledge. It
also builds a constituency of supporters and
leaders that will help to implement the plan.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION
Climate action creates an opportunity to address
a range of societal challenges by offering
systems-oriented solutions that create benefit
multipliers. For example, the current
administration is leveraging investments in clean
energy to spur job creation and enable
Page 10 of 19

INCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT
Inclusive climate action starts with a
process where everyone’s voice is
represented.
Inclusive community engagement underpins
the delivery of equitable climate policies and
should help to ensure that impacts are fairly
distributed across the city’s population.
The absence of an inclusive engagement
process for climate mitigation and adaptation
practices risks making communities more
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change,
especially if these communities already
experience systemic exclusion — socially,
economically or spatially. Vulnerability to
climatic events is often higher amongst
indigenous peoples, people of color, women,
people with disabilities, children and the
elderly, especially those who face conditions
of poverty, persistent inequality and
deprivation.
Cities need to identify and engage
stakeholders and particularly hard-to-reach
groups so that they can understand and
address the root causes and drivers of
disproportionate climate risk and consider
how the climate action process can be made
more inclusive.
Excerpt from: C40 Cities; Citi Foundation, & ARUP (2019,
October). Inclusive Community Engagement: Executive
Guide. https://sforce.co/3F3HQFk

Sustainability & Climate Advisory Committee

disadvantaged communities the opportunity to
benefit from the clean energy economy through
workforce development and training for goodpaying, green jobs.
Disadvantaged communities – low-income and
communities of color – are underrepresented
segments of the population that
disproportionately suffer from higher economic,
health, and environmental burdens. The burdens
are often due to historic inequalities in
government policies and investments.
Ensuring that the principles of equity and
inclusion are embedded in the CAP will require:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Performance measures to evaluate the
direct and distributional impacts on
disadvantaged comminutes.

Proposal 2: Partner with
equity and inclusion advisors
to develop guide and training.
COMMUNITY ENGAGMENT
The Sustainability & Climate Program will deploy
a multi-faceted engagement process designed
to encourage greater public participation, which
will improve the perceived legitimacy of the CAP
when presented for adoption.

Clean Energy & Community Solar
Climate Resilience

Green Building & Energy Efficiency
Green Government Operations

Transportation & Mobility

Waste Reduction & Recycling
Water Conservation

Watershed & Habitat Conservation

TECHNICAL TASK FORCES
Local experts will be enlisted to lend their
expertise through a task-force structure. A task
force will be formed to address each of the
identified priority areas. Task force members
may represent city, county, regional and or state
government; non-profit organizations; industry
associations; universities; utilities; private
corporations; and, residents.
The purpose of the task forces will be to refine
priorities, establish goals, and recommend
actions for further evaluation and analysis.
Key elements of a task force charter are:
•

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

•

The Sustainability & Climate Advisory
Committee comprised of local leaders facilitates
the process through strategic planning, shapes
development through guiding principles or
shared values, and identifies priorities for
exploration by the community.

•

Community Identified Priorities

•

Priorities already identified by the community
through past initiatives are:

•
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Agriculture, Local Food & Food Security

Proposal 3: Approve
community priorities.

Broad and inclusive engagement processes.
Policy development that considers people,
fairness, and justice.

Affordable Housing

•
•

Utilize Dynamic Governance to facilitate
decision-making.

Chaired by Advisory Committee member.
Comprised of 7 to 10 stakeholders and
community members.

Able to meet volunteer expectations of 4 –
6 hours per month for six to 12 months.
Represent of a range of perspectives and
expertise related to the priority area.

Inclusive and reflective of the diversity
within the community.

Participate in diversity, equity, and
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inclusion (DEI) training and apply DEI lens
during discussions.

Proposal 4: Approve task
force and elements of
charter.
COMMUNITY CHARRETTE
A community charrette is a collaborative process
that brings together a broad group of
stakeholders through an all-day or multi-day
event. By hosting a charrette, Blaine County will
invite residents and businesses to help co-create
the CAP. Charrettes help to build trust and foster
innovation.
Charrettes also save time and money by
streamlining and accelerating the CAP
development process. A charrette briefing will
be developed to introduce the priorities, goals,
and actions developed by the Advisory
Committee and refined by task forces. Additional
resources will be developed to ensure that
participants are “charrette-ready,” such as code
of conduct and equity and inclusion training
materials.

Effective public outreach and participation
requires both high-tech and high-touch tactics.
A community-wide outreach and public
participation is need to broaden our reach and
community engagement. A plan may include the
following elements:
•
•
•
•
•

Outreach campaign
Online survey

Community meetings

Social media campaigns

News media engagement

Proposal 6: Recommend
development of public
outreach and participation
plan.
ELEMENTS OF ENGAGEMENT

The charrette will be held in early Spring 2022.
An ad-hoc charrette planning committee will be
formed to support event planning.

Proposal 5: Endorse charrette
and form planning committee.
PUBLIC INPUT & PARTICIPATION
Our success may depend on changes in
individual behavior and practices by both
government and business. A robust public
outreach and participation strategy can result in
a better informed and more actively engaged
community in which members take ownership of
their role in our collective progress toward
shared community goals.
Page 12 of 19
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ATTACHMENT 1: ICLEI150 CITIES RACE TO ZERO

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-42
A RESOLUTION OF THE BLAINE COUNTY, IDAHO BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS TO JOIN THE ICLEI150 CITIES RACE TO ZERO IN
SUPPORT OF THE PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE
COUNTY AND CITIES OF BELLEVUE, HAILEY, KETCHUM, AND SUN
VALLEY.

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Blaine County (the “County”); City Council of the
City of Bellevue (“Bellevue”); City Council of the City of Hailey (“Hailey”); City Council of the City of
Ketchum (“Ketchum”); and City Council of the City of Sun Valley (“Sun Valley”) desire to collaborate
on local and regional efforts to reduce contributions to climate pollution, strengthen resilience
against climate-related hazards, transition to clean energy, and enhance livability and quality of life
for all residents; and
WHEREAS, consensus exists among the world’s leading climate scientists that global
warming caused by emissions of greenhouse gases from human activities is among the most
significant problems facing the world today; and
WHEREAS, the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Sixth
Assessment Report released in August 2021 states that we must reduce global emissions by 50% by
2030, giving humanity less than a decade in which to take rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented
action to stem catastrophic climate change; and
WHEREAS, the Paris Climate Agreement is an international law that aims to keep global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, strengthen resilience to the adverse impacts of climate change, and
govern finance toward low-carbon and climate resilient development; and
WHEREAS, the United States has set a target to achieve a 50-52 percent reduction in net
greenhouse gas pollution by 2030 from 2005 levels and the federal climate plan aims to create
good-paying jobs and securing U.S. leadership in the global transition to a low-carbon economy; and
WHEREAS, climate change is impacting the region as reported by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, over the past century most of the State of Idaho has warmed one to two degrees
(F); snowpack is melting earlier in the year and diminishing snowpack may shorten the season for
skiing; the flow of meltwater into streams during summer is declining; in the coming decades,
streams will be warmer and populations of several fish species may decline; wildfires may be more
common; and, water may be less available for irrigation; and
WHEREAS, the County and cities of Bellevue, Hailey, and Ketchum adopted ambitious clean
energy goals to power the county and cities with 100% clean electricity by 2035 and 100% clean
energy by 2045; and
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WHEREAS, Idaho Power has committed to supplying 100% clean energy by 2045 and is
committed to working with the county and cities to help achieve shared clean energy goals; and
WHEREAS, in August 2021 the County and cities of Hailey and Ketchum established a
Regional Sustainability & Climate Advisory Committee comprised of a broad and diverse leadership
that is reflective of the county and cities, residents, businesses, technical experts, nonprofit
organizations, and institutions; and
WHEREAS, on September 15, 2021, the Regional Sustainability & Climate Advisory
Committee recommended that the Regional Sustainability Program administered by the County join
the ICLEI150 Cities Race to Zero and coordinate efforts to achieve commitments throughout the
region; and
WHEREAS, Cities Race to Zero is a global campaign to rally leadership and support from
business, cities, regions, and investors for a healthy, resilient, zero carbon recovery that prevents
future threats, creates decent jobs, and unlocks inclusive, sustainable growth ahead of COP26 in
November 2021 and to build global momentum around the shift to a decarbonized economy; and
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners and the City Councils of Bellevue, Hailey,
Ketchum, and Sun Valley have determined it is in the best interest of the region to join the ICLEI150
Cities Race to Zero; and
WHEREAS, by joining ICLEI150 Cities Race to Zero the County, and on behalf of the cities of
Bellevue, Hailey, Ketchum, and Sun Valley, agrees to the pledges set forth in Exhibit A, the ICLEI150
Commitment Form.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY AND CITIES OF BELLEVUE,
HAILEY, KETCHUM, AND SUN VALLEY THAT:
SECTION 1. Blaine County hereby joins ICLEI150 Cities Race to Zero and has been authorized
by the Board of County Commissions and Mayors of the cities of Bellevue, Hailey, Ketchum, and Sun
Valley to complete the Pledge Form required for joining on behalf of all parties.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Commissioners of Blaine County on this 5th day of
October, 2021.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Bellevue on this _______________
day of October, 2021.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Hailey on this _______________ day
of October, 2021.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Ketchum on this _______________
day of October, 2021.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sun Valley on this _______________
day of October, 2021.

Nov 2021 Meeting Brief
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ATTACHMENT 2: BLAINE COUNTY CLEAN ENERGY COALITION MOU
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
between
BLAINE COUNTY, IDAHO
And
THE CITY OF BELLEVUE, THE CITY OF HAILEY, And THE CITY OF KETCHUM
Blaine County Clean Energy Coalition
This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) for intervening in Idaho Public Utility Commission
cases that may affect mutual clean energy goals is hereby entered into by and between Blaine
County, Idaho, hereinafter referred to as “County”; and the City of Bellevue, hereinafter referred to as
“Bellevue”; the City of Hailey, hereinafter referred to as “Hailey”; and the City of Ketchum, hereinafter
referred to as “Ketchum”. The cities of Bellevue, Hailey, and Ketchum may hereinafter be collectively
referred to as “Cities”. The County and Cities may hereinafter be collectively referred to as “Parties”.
1.

PURPOSE:

The Parties have agreed to establish a Blaine County Clean Energy Coalition, hereinafter referred
to as the “Coalition”. The Coalition will be comprised of local government entities located in
Blaine County for the purpose of monitoring, providing comment, or intervening in cases
brought before the Idaho Public Utility Commission as deemed necessary by the Coalition to
protect the interests of the Parties’ respective organizations, residents, businesses, and
populations served.
The Parties have adopted ambitious clean energy goals through approval of a Clean Energy
Resolution passed by the County, Bellevue, Hailey, and Ketchum. Collectively, the parties have
mutually beneficial interests in the outcome of cases brought before the Idaho Public Utility
Commission as they may affect the Parties’ ability to achieve clean energy goals.
Engagement with the Public Utility Commission may happen behind the scenes through
relationship building or take on a more active form through filing public comment; join other
local governments, organizations, or coalitions to participate in proceedings; or participating
directly as an intervener. Active participation as an intervener may require funds to underwrite
the cost of legal and technical expertise that does not currently exist on staff.

2. IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL PARTIES THAT:

Mutually beneficial collaboration requires clearly defined roles and responsibilities between the
County and Cities that is equitable to all parties.

The Coalition may negotiate options for co-funding the cost to hire legal and/or technical
experts to monitor and intervene on its behalf. Alternatively, the Coalition may decide to join
others that petition to intervene whenever feasible. If the Coalition collectively approves funding
and contracting for professional services, the Parties will agree upon a fair and equitable costsharing model.
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COUNTY RESPONSIBILITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monitor and report to Parties on Public Utility Commission cases that may impact
shared goals of the Blaine County Clean Energy Coalition.

Provide regular updates to Parties on cases as directed by the Coalition.
Serve as point of contact for the Coalition.

Facilitate discussions and decision-making between the Parties.

Gather input and draft communications to the Public Utility Commission for review by
the Parties, and finalize and submit documents.
Secure estimates for professional services when the Coalition collectively approves
funding and contracting for such services.
Develop and administer contracts for professional services as needed.

Collect and administer agreed upon financial contributions from the Parties as needed.

CITIES RESPONSIBILITIES
•
•
•
•
•

Each city to identify and submit to County a point of contact.

Cities to participate in Coalition discussions and decision-making.

Review communications and documents and respond to County and Coalition
inquiries in a timely manner to ensure deadlines are met.

Contribute funds for professional services when approved by the Coalition.

Provide legal and technical support from Cities staff as available.

SHARE CLEAN ENERGY GOALS
75% clean energy for municipal electricity use by 2025 and 100% by 2030.
100% clean energy for community-wide electricity supply by 2035.
Transition municipal fleet vehicles and equipment to 100% electric power as
technologically and economically feasible by 2035.
100% clean energy for all energy use by 2045.
The outcome of Idaho Public Utility Commission proceedings will have a significant effect on the
Parties ability to achieve shared clean energy goals as the outcomes will shape:
•
•
•

•

Energy efficiency and renewable energy programs, including affordable and equitable
access to customer- and community-owned clean energy systems.
Reliable and resilient distributed energy and microgrid systems for critical
infrastructure and the community.

Mitigation and resilience solutions for climate-related risks such as wildfire, drought,
flooding, extreme heat, loss of habitat and wildlife, and protection of natural and
cultural assets critical to our outdoor recreation economy
Job creation and economic growth in the clean energy sector.
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3. TERMS AND TERMINATION:

This Agreement shall be in full force and effect upon execution and will remain in effect until
September 30, 2022. This MOU is subject to termination with or without cause by Parties with a
30-day written notification prior to the commencement of contracts entered into on behalf of
the Parties. Modifications of this MOU shall be made by mutual consent of the Parties, by the
issuance of a written modification, signed and dated by all Parties, prior to any changes being
performed.

4. APPROVALS: Executed and effective by the undersigned parties as of the date signed. DATED
this
day of
, 2021.
THE PARTIES HERETO have executed this instrument.
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